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Arraigns. 


Will, LAM WurrsTon, Clerk, 
BEFORE THE | SON 


Lord Chief Juſtice REA s 0 N 


Clerk of the p RVE R, call o. 


ver the Jury. 35 


| Cryer. 
1b Alerand Macraigh, Eſa:) Tri 2 
Patrick Oneal, Ele; 8 ſüit 
Macdonal Oconnor, ut Jeſuits. 
Hhenkin ap Thomas, 5 V. elſh 
Robert ap Reeſe, ' CNonju- 
* Owen ap Tudor, yy Jrars.” © 
: a Archi- 


= N 


Archibald Mackintoſh, A Se 45 


Tory Carnegy, go 
Duncan Kinlough, Efqrs. Rebels. 
James Guthrie, Clerk, Chaplain 

to the Thieves in Newgate. - 
His Grace Roger Gainum, Archbi- 
* * the Hundreds of Drury. 


Signor Cazzo, his Holineſs's Pimp. 


Clerk of the Arraigns. Sir, if you 


have a Mind to challenge any of the 


Jury, you muſt do it as they come 
to be ſwore. 

Mr. Whiſton. My Lord, I eye 
againſt them all; and I defy * 
whole Roman Conclave to produce 
Knot of greater Villains: I am — 
the Jury muſt be packed; for is it 
poſſible to imagine, that thfee Jriſb 
Jeſuits, three Welſd Nonjurors, 
three 'Scozch Rebels, the Chaplain 


of Neweate, and the Pope's Pimp, 


thould all meet by Chance ? 
udge. Take care, Sir, how you 
* the leaſt Slur upon the ſacred 


Fuarader of the Gown ; 5 but that 
vou 
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$5 36 
you may not have the leaſt Pretence, 
to charge me with Partiality, I will 


enquire into it ; though I think it 
ſcarce poſſible, that Men, ſo zealous 
in Support of the Church, and ſo 


rigid and ſcrupulous in Points of 


Faith, can be Saale of 0 foul an 


Action. 
Judge. Who gave you in "ths 


Names of this Jury, Mr. Sheriff? 


© Sheriff. The Reverend Dr. Codeæ. 


Judge. This is the moſt ſcanda- 


lous Proceeding, that ever was 


heard of in a Court of Juſtice ; Sir, 
it little becomes a Man of your. ſa- 


cred Function, to be packing; of 


Juries. Let me have no more of 


theſe diabolical, inquiſitorial Arts; 


for the Honeſty of a Layman will 


not bear it. Call another Jury, and 
take particular Care, that no Par- 
ſon creeps into it. 

The new Jury being ſwore, the 
Clerk read the Indictment as fol- 
lows: 


"ſtand 


William Whiſton, Clerk; You | 


#4 


ſtand charged, with having main- 
tained, propagated and publiſhed, 
moſt horr:d, damnable and blaſphe- 
mous Tenets againſt the Doctrine, 
Worſhip and Majeſty of the bleſſed 
Trinity; expreſly contradicting the 
Nicene Creed, and defaming the 
whole Athana/ian: 1mpiouſly afſer- | 
ting them to be the Inventions of 
the Prieſts, to pervert and confound | 
the Underſtandings of Mankind. 
This is what you are to anſwer, and 
God ſend yau a good Deliverance. 
Codex. Mr. Solicitor General, My 
Lord, Heaven is my Witneſs, with 
how much Sorrow and Reluctance, 
I appear this Day, to make good ſo 
dreadful a Charge, againſt this our 
unfortunate, apoſtate Brother ; but 
when our holy Religion is concern d, 
and our Church is in Danger, Com- 
paſſion would be impious, and Hu- 
manity a Crime; for Experience 
daily teaches us, that Lenity and 
Tenderneſs would prove our Ruin. 
And ſurely, if ever r there was a = 
| that 
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3 that cried out for rigor ous Juſtice, it 


is certainly this before us; which is 
no leſs, than robbing the Church, 
of one of its moſt valuable Myſteries; 


3 and the Deity itſelf, of two Thirds 
of its Dignity and Power: For it is 


to this ſacred Myſtery, that Man- 


| Eind made the firſt Sacrifice of their 


Vncderſtandings; to this we owe the 


implicit Faith of the Layety, our 


Z own Wealth, Dignities and Power; 


and to this alone, we owe the ſpiri- 
tual Monarchy of the Church. Oh 


thou inexplicable 7 hree-Que! Thou 


wondrous Son! Subject, yet equal; 
generated, tho eternal! And thou 


J moſt Holy Spirit, inconceivably diſ- 


tinct from the Father and the Son, 
and yet the ſame with both! T here 
ſtands the Wretch, that would deſ- 
troy the God, that was made Man, 
to redeem him: and denies that God, 
whch came down to ſanctify him. 


Can a Chriftian hear this without 
HFHorror, or a Prieſt forbear to tear 


his Heart out! . Myſtery! 
For 
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For tho' God can be ſeen by no Man, | ] 


yet God the Son has appeared at ſur 
dry Times to the Patriarchs and the 
Prophets, and condeſcended to be 


born of a Virgin, and to live in the 4 | 
Man Jeſus, diſtin from the Fav 
ther, yet one God: Theſe are the 


divine Truths, this execrable Monſd f 4 


ter has denied, and for which I hope 


to ſee him ſuffer the moſt exquiſite - 


Tortures, the Zeal of Churchmen 
can invent. And now, my Lord, I 
ſhall beg Leave to call in the Wit- 
nefles, to prove the Fact. 
Jucke. Who: would you call in 
firſt . 
Mr. Solicitor: Call in Dr. Tr--p. 5 
Mr. Solicitor. J defire, Sir, that 
vou would inform the Court, what 
vou have heard the Priſoner ſay, 
concerning the ever bleſſed Trinity. 
Dr. 7r--p. My Lord, he had the 
Infolence, to tell me 'to my Face, 
that it was the moſt impudent Piece 
of Nonſenſe, that ever was impoſed 
* Mankind; and that they who 
com- 
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1 


1 jenmnpel bs to receive it, are the crioll 
F inhumane of Tyrants. 


Mr. Solicitor. Did you hear him : 


oy nothing elſe ? 


Dr. 7 r--p. No, Sir, for I immes 


E diately knocked him down, and raiſ- 

ed the Mob upon him, in hopes that 

he would have been tore to Pieces. 
©. Conrt. Call in Dr. nd. 


Mr. Solicitor. What Diſcourſe 
have you had with the Prifoner about 
the Trinity ? 

Dr. Wund. Sir, while the Priſo- 
ner was orthodox and pure in his 
Faith, no Man was more intimate 


with hiin, or valued him more than 


I did ; but when I found him exa- 
mining the Scriptures, and reaſoning 
upon Myſteries, I proſeſs, I was ex- 
treamly apprehenſive; that ſome 
great Miſchief would happen to the 
Church ; nor was it long, before he 
broke out into this fatal Error. My 
Concern was fuch, that there is no- 


j thing, which I would not have done 
do have ſaved his immortal Soul; 1 


B begged 


* 


was ro hing but a Piece of Roguery 


1 10 
begged him for his own Sake, and 
for the Sake of his innocent Brethren, 


to have Pity on a falling Church; 


nay, I aſſured him of'a couple of the 7 
-fatteſt Livings in the Kingdom, if 
mne would but ſeem to recant: But 
the vile Wretch was ſo far from be- 

ing reduced to a Chriſtian Temper, * 

by this ſpiritual Fncouragement, that 
he had the ill Manners to tell me, 
that he would have nothing to do 
with ſuch a Parcel of hypocritical, * 
baſe Riſcals; and that the Trinity 


:nvented by the Church 
Mr. Soaf:czzor, Was that all that 
rafied between ye? Open 
Dr. W--ad. Yes, Sir. 3 
Mr. Solicitor. Did -not you knock j 
11m down tao? I 
Dr. V. na. Sir, I happened to be 
very much weakened with a ſinall 
"Running at that Time; but had my *? 
- 5rrengrh been equal to my Indigna- } 
tion, I ſhould have knocked. his 
Brains out. 
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Fqudge Have you any more Wit 
 nefits? 210, 

Mr. S olicitor General Call in b. 
Ae 

Mr. Salden Pray, Sir, acquain: 
the Court with what you know ov 
the Priſoner, in Relation to his de- 
faming, — or denying: the 
holy Trinity. 

Dr. Ro--rs. Sir, as 1 and ſeveral 
other orthodox Divines were gravely 
diſcourſing upon Tithes, Fine Ale, 
Pluralities, and ſuch like fpiritu::; 
Matters, the Priſoner happened to 
be by; when on ta ſudden there en 
tered a very comely old Gentleman, 
who cried out with an audible Voice, 
the Myſtery of Myſteries unfoldea, 
to the utter Confuſion of all Arrians. 
Infidels and Hereticks; Ozeas 7 re. 
and Three are One, not only mad.; 
viſible, but even. pal pable; for here. 
Gentlemen, you ſhall not only 1:1 
it, but feel it. Obferve then, herd 
is but one Ball, now, Gentiemen. 
”— _ ſee this one Ball ſend. fortk 
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two other Balls out of itſelf, as big 
as itſelf, and yet not loſe one Atom 
of its Weight and Grandeur. Hocus 
Pocus Rewverendiſſimi Spectalores, 
the One is Three. Now, Gentlemen, 
be pleaſed to obſerve the Miracle re: 
3 Pilluli Pilluli congregate, 
pre/to preſto quite, afſervate Signori 


Dortiſſimi, the Threeare One. Theſe 
Eyes of mine, my Lord, were Wit- 


neſſes of the Fact: and upon one of 
the Company's expreſſing an uncom- 
mon Satisfaction, and ſaying, that 
this ingenious Gentleman might be 
of ſignal Service to the Church, this 
execrable Traytor had the Impudence 
to declare, that we juggled with the 


Deity, as this Conjurer did with his 
Cups and Balls; and that the bleſſed 

1 Trinity was only an eccleſiaſtical Ho- 
cus Pocus; which blaſphemous In- 
= Jult upon dur holy Order being ſuf- 


ficiently proved, we have nothing 


more to do, than to deliver him o- 


ver to the ſecular Arm, which, I hope, 
will make ſuch. an Example of him, 
Li 
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(13 ) 
as will ſatisfy che Vengeance of an 
offended Church. 

Judge. You have heard, Sir, what 
is laid to your Charge, and now the 
Evidence againſt you has done, you 


3 may make your Defence. 


Mr. Wh:i/#3u. My Lord, as nothing 
could be more fortunate to me, than 
this Opportunity of defending the 
Truth, before ſo impartial and accu- 
rate a Judge; ſo it mult be the high- 
eſt Satisfaction to a free People, to 


lee it maintained with that Candour 


and Fairneſs it deſerves. Notwith- 
ſtanding the violent Clamours, that 
have been raiſed againſt me, your 


Lordſhip muſt neceſſarily ſee, that 


my only Crime is, that of differ ing, 
from the reſt of my Brethren, in a 
ſpeculative Point; but a Point of 


ſuch Importance, muſt confeſs, 
that no leſs, than the Tyranny of the 


Prieſthood, - and the Liberty of the 
Laity depend upon it. My Cauſe, 


my Lord, is that of Truth, and I 


nope I ſhall be allowed the Liberty 


| 
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of askng thoſe learned wWitneſſes 


ſuch Queſtions, as will be moſt like- 
ly to diſcover it, and to let it in the 


cleareſt Light. 


Fudge. Sir, you may take your 


own Method in your Defence. 

Nr. Whi/ton, [ defire then to know, 
of the. i ingenious Dr 77--p, whether 
the divine Eſſence can be ſeparated 
from any of the Perſons 1 in the Tri A 


NILyU: --4 
0 Dr. Trp. We hold, that it can- 


Mr. Whiſton.. Then 1 Gefire to 
wake. whether the ſecond Perſon 
was ſent. with the ere ene; 8 


or without it? 
Dr. Tr. p. We maintals, that it 


was ſent with it. 


M- V hu ſgan. Sir, I deſire, that 


you would inform the Court whe- 
ther von can conceive it poſſible, for 


any Being to be ſent, and at the 


lam e Time not to be diſtinct and ſe- 


arate from the Being that ſends it? 


985 Tr. p. God damn ** Ae. 
4 | My 


3 


es; 
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My Lord, I beg leave to obſerve, 
that this is a ſophiſtical and enſna- 
ring Queſtion, and does not admit 
of a direct and categorical Anſwer; 
for we ſay, that although the divine 


Eſſence is in its own Nature inſepa- 


rable, it muſt neceſſarily be the ſame 
Eſſence, ſaid to be ſent indeed, but 
not ſent, according to human Con- 
ception of ſending; but ſent in an 
ineffable Manner, agreeable to the 
Nature of God, but inconceivable to 
Men; and it is that makes the Myfſ- 
tery, which is nothing elſe, but the 
Inconceivableneſs of the Manner, 
wrapped up in the Revelation of the 
* Fac: And in the implicit and hear- 
ty Belief of your ood lyes 
the true Secret of a meritorious and 
and ſaving Faith; and this is the 
true Doktrine of the Chur. 
Mr. Whi/ton. The true Doctrine 
of the Church then is; that perfect 
Unity and real Separation, are com- 
patible in the ſame Subject, and at 
the fame Time l- but, to proceed ;-- 


3 
beg the learned Doctof would hs J 
form the Court, to what Intent ane 
Purpoſe, the ſecond Perſon in the 
Trinity was inſeparably united to 
the Man Fe/us, ſince it never gave 
the Man Jeſus the leaſt Aſſiſtance, 
in any one Act; for he attributes e- | 
very Virtue and Power to the Fa- þ 

ther, which 1 5 in Heaven? | 
"= Dr. Tr--p. As nothing can be a 
i greater Inſult, upon the divine Ma- 
I jeſty, than to cenſure his Conduck, 
N ſo nothing can be more incumbent, 
Apon his Vicegerents, than to ſup- 
rt his Dignity, and to juſtify his 
Ways with Men. Was it not inft- 
il nite Goodneſs in the Almighty te 
ſl live among us, to be a Witneſs to all 
= our Wants, to overlook the Man Je- 
11 ſas, to give a private Account to the 
| Father of what paſled, and to hinder 
= him from doing any Harm, tho he 
1 did not afford him the leaſt Afliſtance 4 
to do any Good? Such Actions as 
_ theſe, Sir, may be highly expedient | 


ur | 


+2 
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in the Trine-oeconomy, perſectly a- 
greeable to the diſtin Operation of 
harmonick Union, and abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to the Execution. of the won- 
derous Scheme. 

Mr. Whifton. Since you have gi- 


'ven ſo curious an Account of the 


Nature and Offices of the Deity, and 


7 ſeem to be ſo intimately acquainted 


with his Secrets, pray, what do you 

think of the Devil's hurrying the Al- 
mighty into the Wilderneſs, then 
toſſing him up upon the Pinnacle of 
a Temple, and, laſtly, of his having 
the Aſſurance to bid him fall down 
and worſhip him ? Now, Sir, accord- 
ing to your Principles, the very Sto- 
ry itſelf is incredible; for his Excel- 


4 lence, the Devil, ſeems to fall as 
ſhort of the high Opinion the Church 


has of his Cunning, in not knowing 


whom he had to deal with, as he 


ſurpaſſes the Limits they have ſet to 
his Power, by his ruling the Omni- 
potent. Lou hear my Objection, Sir, 
WL = 78... 


whe 


„ 
and I beg the Favour of you to an- 
ſwer it to the Court. 
Dr. Tr--p. That Chri/? was carri- 
ed by the evil Spirit into the W1l- 


derneſs, the holy Scriptures do in- 


deed declare; but then he was carri- 
ed as Man, not as God. God indeed, 
for wiſe Purpoſes, permitted the Man 
Jeſus to be hurried away, and to be 
tempted, and attended him, as a Wit- 
neſs of his Virtue. For I beg your 
Lordſhip to obſerve, that although 
the divine Nature was inſeparable 
from the human, the divine Nature 


might give the Devil Leave to run 


away with the human, and at the 
fame Time voluntarily accompany 
t; ſo that the divine Nature might 


act with the utmoſt Freedom, while 


the human was driven by Compul- 
fion. And as to the other Difficulty, 
it is but ſuppoſing the Divinity s be- 


ing incogniio; and then, how could 


the Devil know a Word of his being 
there? And, conſequently, does not 
deſerve the invidious Reflections this 

Gentle- 


— tO... 
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Gentleman is pleaſed to throw upon 
him. 


Mr. Hhi/ton. Since the Doctor has 


reſolved the laſt Difficulty with fuch 
extraordinary. Subtlety, and has 


brought off the Devil ſo ingeniouſly, 


I muſt beg the Favour of him to ex- 


plain one Knotty Point more, and ſo 


proceed to the examining my Wit- 
nefles. I defire him therefore to de- 
clare, whether he thinks the ſupreme 


God deficient in Knowledge; and 
whether Chriſt has not expreſly de- 
dclared the ſecond and third Perſon in 
the Trinity to be deficient in Know- 
ledge, by poſitively affirming, that 


the firſt Perſon only (which is the 


2 Father) knows the Day of Judgment? 


Dr. T'r--p. That there is ſuch an 


Expreſſion in holy Writ, the Church 


does not deny; and is alſo ſo fair and 
candid, as to admit that, according 


to the common Acceptation of Words, 


and the moſt regular Proceſs of hu- 
man Reaſoning, the Son and Holy 
11 are abſolutely excluded, by 

C2 * 


7 


P 
1 * nene PIR g 
2 * — — — — * * 1 * * 


. * —— 
EIS 2 > rr 
— —  _— — 
. . | AA . £ 


wy 


that Knowledge being confined to 


the Father only; but then ſhe ſays, 


that the Perſon 'being inſeparable 
from the Eſſence, and the Father 


knowing by his Eſſence, and not by 
his Perſon, the Son being acknowledg- 


ed by the Church to be of the ſame 
Eſſence, he muſt, in Reſpect to his 
Eſſence, neceſſarily — the ſame 
Knowledge, tho he had it not in 
any other Reſpect; for the Attributes 
being the ſame, the Powers will be 
the fame alſo. Tho the Church does 
hold ſome Tenets indeed, which aro 
of a pretty hard Digeſtion, yet Gen- 
tlemen will find themſelves prodigi- 
ouſly miſtaken, if they think ſhe 
wants Arguments for her Defence. 

Mr. V hbiſton. If the Doctor calls 
this arguing, he may go on indeed 


till Doomſday'; and as he has given 


your Lordſhip a ſufficient Specimen 
of his ridiculous Trifling, and ſolemn 
Nonſence, that I may not provoke 
him to trouble your Lordſhip with 


any more of it, 1 will beg Leave to 


call 


„„ 
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call in my Witneſſes, that * may 
hear what they have to fay in my 

Defence. 

Dr. T- p. Solemn Nonſence, you 

Dog! My Lord, ſuch Uſage is not 
to be bore; ſhall men of my ſublime 

Character 'be uſed thus? Shall the 


2 
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Repreſentatives of God, and the 
Z Fellow-Labourers of Chriſt, whis 23 


have a Power ſuperior to Angels and 
s Arxch- angels, be expoſed to the Scoffs 
e and Inſults of Libertines and Deiſts? 
s Ill can't have Juſtice from the Court, 
o l will have it from the People. Fire; 
- = Maurther; the Church is in Danger; 
- #Þ down with the Hereticks; tear them 
6 A toPeices; beat their Brains out = 
9 knock---- 
7 Fugdee. I would 110 you conſider, 
Sir, that you are not at Oxford, or 
in Convocation, but before an im- 
partial Court of Juſtice, which is the 
Guardian of our Liberties; which 
will maintain its Authority, and 
commands Decency and Reſpect. 
And let me tell "you; _ the People 
are 


MN 
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are not to be moved by the bellow- 
ing of a Prieſt; for they know you 


too well, to be your Tools any 


longer. 

Dr. Tr--p. I little expected, that a 
Man of my Dignity and Order, ſhould 
have been brow-beaten, for uſing a 
peſtiferous Heretick as he deſerves, 
Hereſies, my Lord, are of too viru- 
lent, obſtinate and exuberant 1: 2+ 
ture, to be exterminated | Ih j- 
putes. Such Plagues are to bo cur d 
by nothing but Fire and Sword; or, 
believe me my Lord, the Unity and 
Peace of a Church depends upon its 
Power; nor will it ever be ſafe and 
happy, till we can cruſh the Malig- 
nant, cruciate the Obſtinate, and 
cut off the Rebellious, from the 
Face of the Earth; and 

Fudge. Sir, you "muſt not diſturb 
the Court with your ſeditious Ha- 
rangues; let the Priſoner proceed 
to call his Witneſſes. 

Mr. Whi/ton, Call in Peter the 


A _ Fs 


(230 

Judge. What Queſtion would you 
ask him? 

Mr. V hi ſton. I deſire he may be 
asked, What he thinks of the Doc- 
trine of the Trinity? 
Judge. You hear the Queſtion, 
Mr. Peter? 

Peten ide A 22 Fs my Lord; 
but as I never er. the Word before : 
this Moment, I proteſt I cannot gugls | 


v hat it means. 
Judge. Mr. Whiſton, you have 
put the Queſtion in too general a 


Manner, you ſhould have opened it 
Ja little, and explained the Point in 


FX Diſpute. 
1 Mr. Whiſton. 1 muſt beg to be 
3 excuſed, my Lord, for it is not my 
4 Bufineſs to explain my Adverſary's 
Doctrine; beſides, 1 am not really 
able to do it. 

| Fudge. Dr. Tr--p, you muſt explain 
2 your Trinity; the Witneſs here does 
not know what to make of it. 
Dr. 77--p. The Trinity, Sir, is 
the Tqblunelt Myſtery in the Chrifti- 
an 
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greateſt Eſſentials towards the ob- 


the Father, and one God the Son, 


made nor created, but begotten; 
Or thus, Sir, the Father is the 1u- 


ſupreme God that the Father is; 
and the Holy Ghoſt is the ſupreme * 
God, but not the ſame ſupreme God 


And in this Trinity none is afore or [:* 
. | after : 
ER 


an Diſpenſation, the Touchſtone of 
an orthodox Faith, and one of the 


taining of everlaſting Life. It is a 
Doctrine collected out of the ſacred 0 
Scriptures, by our holy Mother the 
Church, which has appointed us to 
tell the People, that there is one God 


* God the Holy Ghoſt; but | 
that theſe three are not three Gods, | 
but one God: That theSon 1s neither 


and that the Holy Ghoſt is neither 
made, nor begotten, but proceeds. 


preme God, and Jeſus Chriſt is the 
ſupreme God, but not the ſame 3 


Mya YC A, 5 7 wy 


that the Father is, or that Jeſus 
Chriſt is; and that notwithſtanding 
they are not the ſame ſupreme God, 
yet they are not three ſupreme Gods. 


7 17 ) T. 
after other; but the Son is begotten 
buy an eternal Generation, and tho 
eternally generating, has been gene- 
rated from all Eternity. Likewiſe 
the Holy Ghoſt is by eternal Proceſ⸗ 
Wfioo, eternally proceeding, yet Al- 

mighty from all Eternity. This 1s 
Trinity in Unity, and Unity in Tri- 
nity; Three mm One, and One in 
Three: not Three, but One; nor 
One, but 'Three. The Firſt 1s Firſt, | 
© the Second is from the Firſt, and 
the Third is from the Second and 
the Firſt. The Firſt is not before 
the Second, nor the Second before 
T the Third: But the Firſt is Firſt, 
the Second is Firſt, and the Third is 
irft; neither confounding nor di- 
oviding, One and Three, or Three and 
One Now this is the Catholick 


—_—  -  - _-* 


I Hom This i 18 all, Sir, which to be 
ſure you knew, as well as we, tho 
ou did not reduce it to a regular | 
8 Syſtem, and make it one of the Ar- | 
D 2 ticles | [ 


> 


you have nothing to do, but to tell 
the Court, that you are of the ſame FF 
Opinion with the Church, and at 
the ſame Time you will eſtabliſh your 
own Character, and our Authority. 


pour Opinion, that, I profeſs, I don't | 


Dr. T'r--p. Not underſtand me! 
why nothing is plainer; you are to 
believe no more than this, that there | 
aaäkäkare three Perſons and one God, and | 


me to believe, that there are four 
Gods. ; 


ſon is God, yet every Perſon is not 


tutes the Unity; and the Trine-per- 
ſonality, ſubſiſting in the Unity, con- 
mY Os, 
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ticles of your Credenda; which, for ; 
very wiſe Ends, the Church has pru- 


dently done fince. In ſhort, Sir, | 
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Peter. | am ſa- far from being of 


Wi 
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underſtand you. 


that every Perſon 1s very God. | 
Peter. So you only modeſtly deſire 


Dr. Tr--p. Sir, you entirely miſ- 
take the Matter; for tho every Per- 


a particular God, for they all ſubſiſt 
in the ſame Eſſence, which conſti- 


mie, fra} from ot hob „ . . Of baice fad wo 


df ©. 


— Mitutes 


e 


Entities. And Eſſence, being an occ- + 
cult, immaterial Subſtance, neceſia- 
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8 ftitutes the Trinity. Sir, this is ſo 
clear and eaſy, that we don't ſcruple 
to teach it our Women and Children. 
13 Peter. Tho your Women and 
e Children are ſo eafily ſatisfied, I 


muſt be much better inſtructed, be- 
fore I can be ſatisfied ; wherefore I 
ſhall take the Liberty of defiring you 


to explain what you mean by Perſon ' 


and Eflence. 


; Dr. Tr--p. With all my Heart; 
Sir; why Perſon, Sir, is a nominal „ 
Idea of an unſubſtantial, uncreate l, 
incompr ehenſibly, begotten, or pro- 0 ed 
ceeding Subſiſtence; purely and fim 
ply taken in itſelf, a Non- entity, but 


Wo 


really and potentially diſtinguiſhing 


rily containing all thoſe Accidents, 


without which it could not poſſibly. | 
ſubfiſt, the Perſon ſubſiſting in the 
* Eſſence, dialectically and logically 


ſpeaking, may be ſaid to be the Ac- 


cident of the Subſtance, differing in 
Name and Nature indeed, tho' co- 


D 2 equal, 
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equal, co- eflential, and co-eternal. 


 Wer' thou a Teacher in Iſrael, and | 


knoweſt not theſe Things? 
Peter. Is that to be wonderd at, 


it theſe Things have been invented 


fince I was a Teacher? For the Peo- 
ple in my Time had too much Senſe 


to be the Inventors of ſuch unintel- 


ligible Stuff, and too much Honeſty 

to ſuffer it; but thy Tribe, c. 
Judge. Gentlemen, it will be im- 

poſlible to come to a Concluſion, un- 


leſs we put a Stop to this ſenſeleſs, | 


unmeaning Jargon of the Schools ; 
wherefore, as it is my Buſineſs to 


keep you to the Point, Iwill e | 


the Queſtion myſelf. 
Dr. Codex. With humble Submit 


ſion, my Lord, as the Priſoner ſtands 
indicted for Blaſphemy againſt the 


Nicene and Athana/ian Creeds, as 


explained by the Reverend Dr. T. % 
J infift upon it, that the Witneſss 


Evidence muſt ſpeak directly to that, 
and muſt declare to the Court, whe- 
ther Had thinks Tr-ps Trinity an 

orthodox 


orthodox Trinity, or not. Mr. Pe- 


zer, pray tell my Lord, what von 


think of Tr- Ps Trinity. 


Peter. Tho' I was bred but a poor | 
EZ Fiſherman, there is no Reaſon J 
ſhould be ridiculed, and have a ſtrange 
Jjumble of stuff propoſed to me, 


becauſe J was not brought up to 
Learning. How indifferent ſoever 
theſe great Doctors may think of my 


Underſtanding, Chriſt did not think 
me unworthy of Matters of the great- 


eſt Importance. I never under ſtood 


Quibbles and Riddles, nor do [ 


underſtand theſe. When theſe Gen- 


tlemen are in earneſt, and will ask 
me any thing that I can make any 


Senſe of, I will give them as fati- 


factory an Anſwer as Jam able; for 


this ſeems to be nothing but jingling 


with Words. Surely, my Lord, theſe 


Fellows muſt be a Pack of im pudent 
Cheats; for they cannot poſſibly be- 
lieve, what they wouldkimpoſe upon 
the reſt of Mankind. Have you no 
Laws Win ſuch Hypocrites ? 


Dr. Cos 
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Dr. Codex. If your Lordſhip can 


hear the ſacred Character of Church. 


men thus ſcurrilouſly treated, I can't. 
We are likely indeed to expect juſ- 
t ce, when the Court is corrupted 
againſt the Prieſthood ! It is not the 
firſt Time, that the Earth has open- 
ed, and Fire from Heaven has con- 
ſumed ſuch, exc. 

Fudge. Jaller, take away that mad, 
perſecuting Bell- weather, and let us 
go on with the Tryal. Mr. Peter, 
the Court has too great a Regard for 
your Character, to countenance any 


ludicrous Impoſitions upon you; 


and theſe Divines are in earneſt, I 
aſſure you; for let it appear ever ſo 


unintelligible and abſurd to you, this 


is the Faith, which we mult. ſub- 
{cribe to, or ſuffer the molt rigorous 
Perſecution here, and be devoted by 
the Church to eternal Tortures here- 
— after. 

Peter. My Surprize, my Lord, 18 
ſo aſtoniſhing, that I muſt beg a Mo- 
ment s Indulgence, till I recover my- 


ſelf. 
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ſelf Am asked, if this Creed 18 
Ap oftolical ? If the moſt glaring Non- 
ſeaſe, and the moſt manifeſt Contra- 
dictions be Apoſtolical ! Is there a 
 Manoft common Senſe, common Mo- 
deſty, or common . Honeſty, that 
could ever have imagined, or pro- 
mulged, ſuch ſilly and impious No- 

tions of the Deity ? Have not all the 
Prophets, Evangeliſts, and Apoſtles 
continually aſcribed all Might, Ma; 
jeſty and Power to the Father alone? 
And has not Chriſt as often declared 
to you, that he never did any thing, 
nor ever could do any thing, without 
the Authority and Aſſiſtance of the 
Father? And does not he take hold 
of every Opportunity of aſcribing 
every Action to the Father only? 
Or can any Man ſhew me, where he 
has given the leaſt Hint, that he 
himſelf was the ſupreme God? And 
ſince II am called upon for my Opi- 
nion, upon this Occaſion, both for 
the Satisfaction of Mankind, and for 
my own Juſtification, I will now re- 
peat 


3 


ca) 3 
peat a Part of: what I have formerly 
wrote relating to this Subject. In a 


publick Aſſembly at Cz/area I ſpoke 


thus: Ye know Jeſus of Nazareth, 


whom God hath anointed with the | 
Holy Ghoſt, and with Power; wo 


went about doing Good, and healing 
thoſe that were poſſeſſed by the De- 


vil, becauſe God was with him. This 


Perſon God raiſed from the Dead, 
the third Day, and commanded us 


to preach, and teſtify to the People, 


that this very Perſon was decreed and 


determined to be the Judge of the 


Living, and the Dead. Is this de- 
ſcribing Chriſt as the ſupreme God? 
Is not here a ſtrong Aſſertion of a 
Power delegated to him from the 


Father, to enable him to perform 
thoſe Works, for which he was ſent 


into the World ? Had he been God- 
man, he could neither have wanted 
nor received ſuch Power. It is ab- 
ſurd therefore to ſuppoſe it to be ſent 


where it could be of no Uſe. If 


Chrift 
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Chriſt had been the ſupreme God, 1 
muſt-have deſcribed him in a Man- 
ner directly contrary to this. Then 
I muſt have ſaid, Jeſus Chriſt is God 
of Gods, he is the Omnipotent, has 
all Power originally in himſelf, and 
cannot poſlibly derive it from any o- 

ther Being. 5 „ 
But how manifeſtly would this 
contradict, and claſh, with what went 
before? Nay, it would not only con- 
tradict what I have ſaid of him, but 
gives the Lye to every Deſcription 
of him, thro' the whole New Te/- 
Zament. And I do here inſiſt upon 
it, that the Aſſertions of the Trini- 
tarians, in reſpect to Chriſt's Divi- 
nity, are abſolutely incompatible 
with the Deſcriptions of him in the 
Goſpel. Another Paſſage, in Confir- 
mation of the ſame Principle, is as 
follows; We made known unto you 
the Power and Coming of our Lord 
je ſus Chriſt; we were Witneſſes of 
bis Maje/ty, for he received from 
God Honour and Glory. I ſhall not 
= trouble 
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trouble you, with any more Prooſs; 
but only beg Leave to put this laſt 

into the Form of an Argument; as 
thus, The omnipotent God cannot re- 
ceive Honour and Glory ; therefore 
Jeſus Chriſt cannot be the omnipo- 
tent God. Which Propoſition, Gen- 


tle: do you deny? 
Df. Tr.. Doeſt thou imagine, 
that Doctors of Divinity will have 


ſo little regard to their Dignity, as 


to diſpute with ſuch an ignorant, beg- 


garly Fellow as thou art? What U- | 
niverſity wert thou bred at? Go to 
Billing ſgate, Fellow, and there you 
will meet with Company that will 
ſuit you; for Deans, ſpiritual Lords 
and Doctors, don't uſe to talk to 
Fiſhermen. _ 

Peter. I can't pretend indeed to a 
learned Education, but, in Recom- 
pence, I was bred at the Fountain 


Head of Humility, Mercy, Juſtice, 1 


and every Virtue, that can render 


Men happier or better; and ſhall 


not envy even real Acquifitions, that 
are 


(35 ) 
are accompanied with Vanity and 
Inſolence. 

Judge. Have you done with the 
Witneſs? 5 | 

Mr. Whi/ton. Yes, my Lord. 

Fudge. Who would you call next? 

Mr. Whi/fton. Paul the Apoſtle of 
Tarſus. 

Fudge. What would you ask of 
Paul? 

Mr. Whi/ton. I would have asked 
him the ſame Queſtion, that was 
put to Peter, if | were not throughe 
ly perſwaded, I ſhould have a Repe- 
tition of the fame Anſwer. Where» 
fore, I ſhall only ask him, whether 
he believes Jeſus Chriſt to be the ſu- 
preme God? and what was the Doc- 
trine, he taught, concerning his Na- 
ture, Office, and Being? 

Paul. When I endeavoured to 
convert the Fes and the Gentz/es, 
I always ſpoke of our Saviour in the 
cleareſt and moſt intelligible Manner 
| was able; nor can I conceive, that 
any thing, I either ſaid or wrote, 

WW could 
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could give the leaſt Handle for any 
one to 1magine, that I believed Je- 
jus Chrift to be the ſupreme God; 
for almoſt in the beginning of every 
Epiſtle, I have diſtinguiſhed him 
from the ſupreme Being, by giving” 
the Title of God to the Father, 
and that of Lord to our Saviour. 
Which Diſtinction runs through the 
whole Work, except in one Paſſage 
or two; and then the Circumſtances 
in the Deſcription diſtinguiſh them 
more effectually, than the very Terms 
_ themſelves, which have been made 
uſe of for that Purpoſe. As for In- 
ſtance, in my Epiſtle to the Hebrervs, 
where TI tell them, that God, who 
ſpake in Time paſt to the Fathers 
by the Prophets, in theſe laſi Days 
has ſpoken to us by his Son; whom 
He hath made the Heir of all T, Hings, 
and by whom he made the Worlds; 
2who being the Splendor of his Glory, : 
and the Character of his Subſtance ; 
carrying all Things by the Power of 
_ bis Word, making the Purification 
of 


(037) 
of our Sins by himſelf, he ſat upon 
the rigbt Hand of Greatneſs in the 
higheſt; being made ſo much more 
excellent 7han the Angels, by as much, 
as he hath inherited a more excel- 
lent Name than they ; for to whom 
of the Angels did he ever ſay, Thowu 
art my Son, this Day have I begotten 
thee? And again, I ſhall be to him 
a Father, and he ſhall be to me a 
Son? But, when he brings his Firſt- 
born again into 1he World, he ſays, 
and les all the Angels of God wor- 
hip him. And to the Angels he 
ſaith, who maketh his Angels Spi- 
3 rats, and his Miniſters a flaming 
Fire But to the Son, Thy Throne, 
O God, zs for ever; the Sceptre of 
| Righteouſneſs, is the Sceptre of thy 
Kingdom; thou haſt loved Righteouſ- 
neſs, and hated Iniquity; wherefore 
God, even thy God, hath anomted 
thee with the Oyl of Gladneſs above 
thy Fellows, Have ] not ſaid in o- 
ther Places, ye have the ſame Rela- 
ion to Chriſt, that Chriſt has to 


(38) 
God; that i. - is the Hir fe as of 
every Creature; that he 2 and 


was raiſed again from the Dead by 


God? Have not 1 ſaid, as plain as 


Words can expres, that there 29 0 
other God but. one; tor altho 


there are ſuch Beings as are called 


Gods, whether in Heaven or in 
Earth, yet to us Chriſtians, there is 
but one God, vi. the Father, rom 


whom are all Things, and we in him; 
and one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom 


are all Things, and we by him. I 
will have you know alſo, that Chri/t 
zs the Head of every Man; Man ts 


the Head of the Woman, and God 


20 the Head of Chriſt; then ſhall be 


the End, when he ſhall deliver up 
his Kingdom is God the Father; then 


ball Chriſt be ſubmitted to him 


that hath put all Things under him, 


that God may be all in all. Bleſſed 


be the God and Father of our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, who hath put all things | 


uuder his Feet; and made him the 
Head of all 2 195 fo the Church, 
Fr _ 
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From what T nave juſt now mid. 1 


ſhall make it as clear as 1s poſſible 
for Words to expreſs, that my Doc- 
trine about Chriſt 1s diametrically 
contrary, to that which theſe learn- 


ed Doctors fo vehemently contend 


for. Nor will that trite and piti- 
ful Diſtinction, of the divine and hu- 
man Nature, in the leaſt avail them 
here; for they will not only be dri- 
ven from that weak Hold, but be cut 
off even from Chicanry itſelf. As 
they have hitherto admitted, that 
Chriſt exiſted in his higheſt Capacity 


before the Worlds were made, I ſhall 


argue upon that Suppoſition. Is 
there any thing then more clear and 


apparent, than that the ſupreme oy | 
! 


made that very Perſon Heir of a 


Things, by whom he made the 


Worlds? Is it not the ſame Perſon 
that fits down at the right Hand of 
Greatneſs, and that is made more 
excellent than the Angels? Is it not 


ſtill the ſame Perſon, whom he calls 


bd the eminent Appellation of God, 
and 


1 
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land . God hath anointed him 


with the Oyl of Gladneſs above his 


Fellows ? When this divine Perſon 


therefore was made Heir of all 


Things, did not he receive Lignity, 


Power, or ſome Advanta e at leaſt, 


which he did not poſſeſs b before? 


When God made the Worlds by 
this Perſon, did he not uſe him as 
an Agent or Inſtrument, and con- 
ſequently imploy him as an inferior 
Being? Again, Chriſt, you ſay, is 
the ſupreme God; but Chriſt is alſo 
the Firſt-born of every Creature : 


Therefore the ſupreme God, accord- 


ing to you, is the Firſt- born of eve: 


ry Creature. Here again, moſt con- 
ſciencious and reverend Divines, 


your old Trick of playing faſt and 


looſe, with the divine and human 
Nature, fails you; for certainly 
Chriſt was not the Firſt-born of eve- 


ry human Creature; for then he 
muſt have-been born before his Mo- 


ther. I hope, Gentlemen, that you 
will haye the EI to grant me 


this. 


Tir) 
And, in a Line or two farther, I have 
ſhewed you, that my calling Chriſt, 
God, is not the - leaſt Proof in the 
world, that he muſt be the ſupreme 
God; for this is a common Expreſſion 
in the 0/d T e/tament, and is frequent- 
ly applied to other Beings, as well as 
to the ſupreme ; who therefore is diſ- 
tinguiſh'd by the Title of the God of 
Gods. For, in the C Teſlament, 
even Mo/es and the Fudges were call- 
ed Gods; and this 1 have taken care 
to aſſert and explain in ſuch a Man- 
ner, as makes it impoſſible for the 
Son to be the \ſupreme God, if the 
poſitive Aſſertion of an Apoſtle may 
be allowed as a Proof; For I have ſo- 
lemnly affirmed, that to us Chriſti- 
ans there is but one God, which is 
God the Father ; conſequently, un- 
leſs they can prove the Son to be the 
Father, he cannot poſſibly be that 
one God. And 1 have alſo told you, 
that to us Chriſtians there is but one 
Lord, which is Jeſus Chriſt; there- 


© er a8 1 have laid above, if Jeſus 
F Chriſt 


„ 
Chriſt is not the Father, he cannot 
be the ſupreme God. Now I will 
ſubmit it to the Determination of 
every honeſt Man, whether the Dac- 
trine of the modern Apoſtles is not 
directly contradictory to mine, and 
conſequently to that of all the ſacred 
Writers. But what are not thoſe 
Men capable of, that can tell you, 
that the eternal God was begotten; 
and that the firſt-born of every Crea- 
ture was not created? Or what Ab- 
ſurdity can be equal to the following, 
big. that God died to make infinite 
Satisfaction to God? Here is the im- 
mortal, eternal God dies to appeaſe 
himſelf. Is it to be imagined, that 
if I had known Jeſus Chriſt to have 
been the ſupreme God, that I ſhould 
not have worſhipped him as devout- 
ly, adored him with as much Reve- 
rence and deſcrib'd him with as much 
Majeſty as the modern Apoſtles ? 
Would not it have been my Duty as 
well as theirs, to have told the Peo- 


ple, (whom ] was to convert and in- 
{truck 


« 
ſtruct in the Chriſtian Faith) that 
the ſupreme God was come down 
from Heaven. to be born of a Vir- 
gin, and to take humanity upon 
him; and that Jeſus Chriſt, being 
God. man, was this ſupreme Being; 
and that, while John was baptizing 
the fupreme God, the ſupreme God 
came down from Heaven, in the 
Form of a Dove, and ſanctified the 
 fupreme God; and that he cured the 
Lame and the Blind, and raifed the 
Dead by his own omnipotent Power, 
and not by that of the Father. But 
had I ſaid this, I ſhould have ſpoke 
moſt extravagant Nonſenſe, uttered 
a moſt audacious Falfhood, and have 
impudently contradicted Chriſt him- 
ſelt; and for which I ſhould deſerve 
to be treated ke an execrable 
ba Hain 

Mr. IM pi ſcon. As your Lordfhip 
has heard the Opinions of the chief 
of the Apoſtles, I ſhall beg Leave 
to call in the Evangeliſts in their Or- 


der, who muſt neceſſarily agree with 
In F's the 
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the Apoſtles, -or the Chriſtian Reli- 

gion "fel w1ll fall to the Ground. 
Judge. Mr. Matthew, the Queſ- 
tion is very ſhort, do you believe 
Jeſus Chriſt to be the ſupreme God ? 
Matthew. My Lord, I ſhall be as 
ſhort in my Anſwer. I do affirm it 
to be impoſſible, for that Being to 
be the ſupreme God, that aſcribes 
every Act to, and derives every Pow- 
er from the ſupreme God ; and this 
Telus Chriſt frequently acknowledges, 
in regard to himſelf: And ſaid in ex- 
preſs Words, The Father is greater 
than me. Oh, but ſays the learned 
Gentleman, this was ſpoken in Rela- 
tion to his human Capacity. I won- 
der he does not tell me, that it was 
- ſpoken in his childiſh Capacity, and 
that he meant his Father Fo/eph - 
Though to ſay the Truth, this is ſo 
hlly a Speech, in the Senſe the 
Church has taken it, that even a 
Child could not be weak enough to 
have made it. What a pretty Com- 
3 then do * make 2 

and 
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and his Followers, by imagining that 
any of them could have been ſo pro- 
foundly ſtupid, as not to know that the 
ſupreme God was greater than a Man. 
Dr. Tr--p . Give me leave to tell you, 
Sir, that — is a Fineſſe in that 
Paſſage, which is too delicate for a 
Gentleman of your Caſt. However, 
Iwill do you the Honour to explain 
it to you; and, in order to it, I 
muſt acquaint you, that your Maſ⸗ 
ter had a threefold Manner of con- 
veying his Inſtructions; which was 
many times by Parables, ſometimes 
by Paradoxes, and, upon certain E- 
mergencies, by Equivocation and 
double Entendre, as in the Caſe be- 
fore us: For he being compoſed of 
two diſtinct Natures, it was entirely 
at his Election to call which of them 
he pleaſed [Me]; by Virtue of 
which he nught always have two 
different Anſwers ready, upon any 
extraordinary Occaſion. For Exam- 
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ple, Suppoſe now, that ſucha wicked = 
Rogue as Judas had amind to betray | 
him, -þ 
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. and ſhould ask him, whither he 


were the ſupreme God? Why, Sir, he 


might very ſafely have taken his Oath 
upon it, that he was not; only by 
mentally reſerving quatenus the hu- 
man Nature. On the other hand, 
if the ſame Queſtion were to be put 


by a Diſciple that he could truſt, he 


might juſt as honeſtly own himſelf 

to be the ſupreme God; and we are 
credibly informed, that he never 
made the leaſt Secret of it to his 
particular Friends : For notwith- 
ſtanding that the Enemies of Relt- 
gion have robbed us of the Privilege 


of pleading Tradition, they have not 


deprived us of the Liberty of found- 
ing our Doctrines upon it, or of 
making ſuch Interpretations of the 
Scriptures as ſhall be moſt beneficial 
to the Church. And as it is _ 
reaſonable, that we ſhould pay a 

greater Regard to her Authority, 
than to a few unguarded Expreſſions 


of Peter and Paul; ſo we have una- 


nimouſly agreed, to maintain her 
Myſ- 
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Myſteries to the laſt Drop of our 


Blood. 
Mr. Whi/ton. My Lord, Mr. Mark 


the. Evangeliſt being abſent, at the 
beginning of the Tryal, I delire, 
that he may have Dr. A: os Trini- 
ty read to him. 


Juage. Mr. Mark, you are cited 


here upon a very ſolemn Occafion ; 
and the Reaſon of this Creed 's being 
read to you 1s, to know whether you 
do in your Conſcience believe what 
is in it to be true. 


Mark. My Lord, as I am a per. 


fect Stranger to this Diſpute, I ſhou 

be glad to be informed of the Na- 

ture of a Creed, to know whence it 
is taken, by whom it is made, and 

to what Intent and FUE it is pub- 
liſhed. 


Sir, a Creed is a particular Syſtem 
of Faith, compoſed of the particular 
Opec of a Club of Parſons, and it 

18 
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Mr. HYhifton. If your Lordſbip 
will give me leave, I will give him 
that Satisfaction in a very few Words. 
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is pretended to be drawn out. of the 
holy Scriptures. This is what the 
People are obliged to profeſs, or ſub- 
mit to loſe their Employments, and 
to be put in Jayl, and be ſtarved. 
And it is only for want of Compli- 
ance to this, that you fee me here 
in Bonds. | 

Mark. Can the h be ſo wick- 
ed and barbarous! And does it pre- 
tend to have an Authority from the 
Scriptures to perſecute? And do the 
People tamely fit ſtill, and ſuffer it? 
But let your Tyranny be ever ſo cru- 
el and extenſive, it ſhall not deter 
me from ſpeaking Truth, and I defy 
you to ſhew the leaft Syllable i in my 
Writings, that favours your blaſphe- 
mous Nonſence ; but on the contra- 
ry ſhall bring you ſuch a Proof, that 
Jeſus Chriſt is not the ſupreme God, 
that Impudence itſelf would almoſt 
bluſh to oppoſe it. 

Dr. 7r--p. You Dog! how dare 
you treat the Spouſe of Chriſt thus 
irreverently! Surah, you delerve - - 


m | Mark, 
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Mark. You miſtake, Sir, it is the 
Whore of Babylon, that I chaſtiic; 
whoſe Proſtitution, Impudence, Cru 
elty, Covetouſneſs, Corruption, 
Treachery, Inſolence, and Ambit1- 
on, were never equal'd on this ſide 
3 Hell. And certainly, if any Villains 
ever deſerved eternal Tortures, they 
are thoſe that corrupt and delude, 

the very People they take upon them 
to inſtruct and preſerve; they are 
thoſe that rob, tyranmze, and mur- 
ther, under a Pretence of Religion, 
Humility and Charity; in fine, it is 
thoſe rapacious, hypocritical, leache- 
rous Gluttons, that have changed 


a plain and reaſonable Inſtitution in- — 


to myſterious Nonſenſe and juggling 
Abſurdities; placing the Eſſence of 
Religion 1 in Quir ks and Tricks; cheat- 
ing the People, oppreſſing the Poor, 
trampling upon the Laws, and tread- 
ing upon the Necks of Princes. My 
Land, I ſhould beg Pardon, for this 
ſever Reply, if the Provocation had 
not extorted it, and Truth had not 
5 juſtified 
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juſtified it; however, I ſhall now go 


on with my Proof. Our Saviour has 


ofren declared himſelf inferiour to 


the Father; and the Inſtance, by 


which I am going to prove, that he 
is ſo, is ſo very remarkable, that I 
ſhall conſider it in as diftin& and ar- 
ticular a Manner as poſſible. Speak- 
ing of the Day of Judgment, ſays he, 
Of that Day and Hour knoweth no 
Man, no not the Angels which are 
in Heaven, neither the Son, but the 
Father only. Who can caſt his Eye 


upon this Aſſertion, of our Saviour, 


without taking Notice of the regu- 
lar Gradat ion manifeſtly form'd with 


an Intent to exclude all other Beings 


whatſoever, and to confine the Pose 
knowledge of the Day of Judgment 
to the Father only. And ſince the 
Reverends and right Reverends have 


thought fit to ſay, that Chriſt is a 


Compoſition of a divine and hu— 
man Nature, and that this Want of 


Knowledge is aſſerted of his human 


Nature only ] ſhall, one the con- 


trary 
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trary of it beyond all Exception; 
for the very firſt Propoſition ex- 
cludes Chriſt, as to his human Na- 
ture, by ſaying, hat no Man knows 
that Day; and the next Propoſition 
ekxcludes the next ſuperior Degree 
of intelligent Beings, by adding, in 

a a moſt emphatical Manner, that e- 
ven Ihe Angels, that are in Heaven, 
did not know it; after which he ri- 
ſes ſtill higher, and declares, that 
even he Son in that Capacity which 
he 1s in, ſuperior to the Angels )did 
not know it, but the Father only: 
So that nothing in Nature can be 
more evident, than .that all other 
Perſons even of the Trinity itſelf, as 
well as all other Beings, are exclud- 
ed, and that he has limited that 
Knowledge to the Perſon of the Fa- 
ther only; for whatever was not 
the Father, he poſitively affirms, 
was 1gnorant of that Day. Now it 
is certain, that the Son was not the 
Father, in any Senſe; therefore 
could not know that Day: Jeſus Chriſt 
therefore, being inferior in Know- 
G6 2 | ledge 
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ledge, to the. ſupreme God, cannot 
poſſibly be the ſupreme God. | 

Fudge. You are called here, Mr. 
| Luke, upon the Occaſion of a learn- 
ed Divine s being accuſed of Hereſy, 
in having denied Jeſus' Chriſt to'be 
the ſupreme God; and, as you are 
one of the inſpired Writers, 'the 
Court deſires your Opinion upon 
that Point. 

Lake. Your Lordſhip does me too 
much Honour, in calling me inſpir- 
ed; I pretend to no more than that 
of being an honeſt and diligent Col- 
lector; and claim no other Merit, 
but that of having faithfully record- 
ed, what appeared moſt, agreeable 
to Reaſon, or had the beſt Evidence 
to fupport it. If it had been the 
Doctrine of the Apoſtles, or the eſta- 
bliſhed Opinion of the Age I wrote 
in, that Jeſus Chriſt was the ſupreme 
God, is it to be imagined, that I 
ſhould not have declared it clearly 
and fully to all the World ? But I 
do affirm the Fact to be directly 


con- 
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contrary ; and if your Creed-makers 
are in the Right, I muſt be in the 
Wrong; for | muſt acknowledge, 
that 1 have diſtinguiſhed the great 
God, from Jeſus Chriſt, in a great 
many Parts of my Hiſtory ; which (| 
I could not have done, unleſs I had | | 
been a Fool, or a Villain, if I had | 
thought, that Jeſus Chriſt, and the | 
great God of Heaven, had been the | 
ſame omnipotent, co-equal, and co- 
eternal God. My FE xpreſlions are 
theſe; The Lord God ſhall give unto 
Chriſt the Throne of his Father Da- 
vid ; Zhe Chriſt of God; the Choſen 
%, Gad. Though this Deſcription of 
Chriſt is manifeſtly incompatible 
with the Character of the great 
God; yet, ſince it is in the Power of 
Prejudice to hinder Men from ſeeing 
apparent Truths; and that whole 
Bodies of Men for the ir Intereſt, 
can be hardy enough to deny them, 
I ſhall beg the Favour of you to ob- 
ſerve, how thoſe Paſſages will appear, 
if we were to ſuppole Chriſt to be 
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the omnipotent God, and to be de- 
ſcribed as ſuch. Thole Paſſages then 
muſt run thus; 7'he only, eternal, 
omnipotens God ſhall give unto the 
only, omnipotent, eternal God, the 
Throne of the only, omnipotent God's 
Father Azranam: And again, The 
only, omnipotent God 15 the Choſen 
of the only, omnipotent God. Theſe 
Abſurdities and Contradictions are ſo 
palpable, that as they, that can't 
perceive them, can ſee nothing; ſo 
they, that will not acknowledge 
them, will acknowledge nothing. 

Judge. What do you ſay, Fohn, 
to Dr. 7'r--p's Trinity? 
 Fohn. Verily, I am at a Loſs what 
to ſay to that which J r poſſi- 
bly underſtand ; but thus much TI 
may venture to affirm, that the 
Goſpel I wrote, and the Faith I 
preached, was to enlighten Mankind. 
But that the Inventions of theſe 
Men have not only put out that 
Light, which the Goſpel brought in- 
to the World, but have extinguiſh- 


ed 


„ 
ed the Light of Nature itſelf, and 
put the World into a much worſe 
Condition, than it was in when it 
it had no other Guide but Reaſon to 
direct it; for Reaſon will not act a- 
gainſt itſelf, adviſe us to abandon it, 
or deliver it up to thoſe who make 
it their Study to deceive us. My 
Account of our bleſſed Saviour is u- 

niform, clear,, rational, and plain, 
as will evidently appear from the 
following Paſſages. 0h Father, that 
they might know thee, the only true 
God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou 

haſt ſent. And again, I proceeded 
Forth, and came from God; neither 
came I of myſelf, but he ſent me. 
I aſcend unto my Father, and your 
Father, and unio my God, and your 
God. Ihe Son can do nothing of him- 
ſelf; but whaq he feeth the Father 
do, that doth the Son alſo. They 
accuſed him of Blaſphemy ; becauſe 
thou, being a Man, male ſi thyſelf 
God, Jeſus anſwered them, Is it 
not written in your Law, if he call- 
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ed them Gods, to whom the Word of 
God came? Say ye of him, whom the 
Father hath [an@#ijied, thou blaſ- 
pheme/t, becauſe I ſaid, I am the 
Son of God ? Jeſus, 7 Man approved 
by Miracles, which God did by him-- 
God hath made the ſame Jeſus both 
Lord and Chriſt. The Words that 
Fd [peak unto you, I ſpeak not of my - 
ſelf; but the Father that dwells in 
me, he doth the Works. The Father 
2s greater than J. Theſe Paſlages 
are ſo plain, ſo full, and fo conclu- 
_ five, that, I proteſt, the ſtrongeſt 
Thing I can ſay, in Juſtification of 
that which I have already wrote, is, 
that I cannot poſſibly expreſs myſelf 
clearer, even upon the Occaſion of 
the preſent Controverſy. But what 
can Words do, if Men will be impu- 
dent and wicked enough to pervert 
them? nay, Men that have Front 
enough to deny the common, obvi- 
ous, ſettled Sence of Words, would 
even deny, that there were any ſuch 


Words at all, if it ſerved for their 
Pur- 
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; Purpoſe. There is an End of: the 


Uſe of Words, if, in expreſſing our- 


ſelves abſolutely of any Being what- 


foever, you may mean it partially, 
or totally, or take this Part or that; 
for at this rate, you may ſay your 
own Creeds backwards, and affirm 


that Chriſt (in his divine Nature, by 


tacit Reſerve) was neither born, ſut- 
fered, died, or roſe again; and you 
may be juft as orthodox, in affirm- 
ing the contrary, if you are at 
Liber ty to mean which Nature you 
pleaſe. Such Prevarications and Quib- 
blings may become Prieſts and Jeſuits ; 
bur it is monſtrous, to charge the 
Meſſenger of God with them. What 
will deſtroꝶ t the Credit and Authori- 
ty of the Goſpel, if this will not? 
Or I ſhould more properly have fa:d 
what has brought 1t to the weak and 
deſpicable State it is in at preſent, 
but theſe infamous Practices of the 
Clergy? If any Man can ſhew me, 
that the whole Tenor of what I have 
wrote is not ſtrictly conformable 
| H to 
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to thoſe Parts, which I have juſt now 
cited, I will not only confeſs my- 
ſelf to be unworthy of the Name of 
an Evangeliſt, but ſubmit to be call'd 
a Traitor to my Maſter, and a Decei- 
ver of Mankind: For whoever ſhall 
affirm, that I have deſcribed Jeſus 
Chriſt as equal with the Father, 
does not only endeavour to prove my 
Doctrine to be repugnant to 'itſelf, 
but makes the Scriptures of no Au- 
thority. Are theſe the Men that 
contend ſo vehemently for their be- 
ing inſpired ! theſe, that have the 
Ailurance to pervert or contradict 
the whole Tenor of them ! If this 
honeſt Gentleman, Mr. Whiſton, 
were to aſlert, that the Son is infe- 


rior to the Father, could he do it 


in ſtronger Terms, or in a more 
plain and poſitive Manner, than 1 
have done ? Could he ſay any Thing 
ſtronger, than that e Father zs 
greater than the Son; that He ſent 
him, commanded him, and perform- 
ed every Operation in him; let eve- 
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ry impartial Man judge, whether he 


would look upon ſuch a Character as 


this, to be the Character of the great 
God of Heaven, or to be that of an 
inferior Being. 

Judge. Mr. Fames, what do you 
ſay to the reverend Doctor's Trint- 
ty ? Do you underſtand it ? 

James. The greateſt Part of what 
I do underſtand is falſe, and what I 

do not, I humbly conceive to be 
Nonſence. I am not for three Gods, 
I affure you; for | have ſaid, T hor 
belteve/t that God is one, thou dot 
ell. I have proteſt myſelf a Servant 


ot God, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


which is Diſtinction enough, to ſhew 


that they are two diſtin& Beings. 


But if the Father be God, and the 
Son is God, God is not one. I write 
as [| think, and I flatter myſelf, that 
J have wrote ſo as to be underſtood : 
for certainly, nothing can be plainer 
than that I affirm, that the eternal 
Godhead no more conſiſts of three 
Somethings, than it does of thirty 


1 Some- 


ee 


Somethings; and conſequently, that 
this new-fangled Trinity muſt be a 
groſs Impoſition upon Mankind. * 


Judge. What do you think, Mr, 
Jude, of the Doctor's Trinity? 
Jude. It is impoſſible that my 
Thoughts can differ from my Bre- 
threns, and your Lordſhip ſhall 
judge, whether my Writings do or 
no; for I have certainty diſtinguiſh- 
ed jeſus Chriſt, from the great "God, 
if Language can diſtinguith Things. 
have expreſſed myſelf thus, Turn- 
ing the Grace of our God into Laſci- 
viouſneſs; denying Cod, the only ſu- 
reme Governar ; and denying our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And again, To 
them that are ſanctihged by God the 
Father, and preſerved by our Lord 
Zeſas Chrift. ls it poſſible to 1ma- 
gine, that all the aivine Writers 
fhould conſtantly diſtinguiſh Jeſus 
Chriſt, from the ſupreme God, and 
yet know him to be the ſuprewe 
God. What Sort of Apottles would 
1 theſe Gentlemen make of us? Had 
| not 
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not we Sence enough destens it, 
or was it a Revelation reſerved for 
ater Times ? We are always ready 


to give Jeſus Chriſt all the Honour, 


that is due to his Character; but Zo 


the only. wiſe God, we ay, be Glory, 


Maje/ty, Dominion, aud Power. 
 _ Judge, Gentlemen of the Jury, 
the unanimous Concurrence, of eve»: 


ry Writer in the New Teſtament, 


againſt this Doctrine of the Trinity, 
being the ſtrongeſt Proof, that can 
poſſibly be added to the Abſurdity 
of it; common Senſe, and common 
Honeſty, will ſufficiently direct you, 
to bring in ſuch a Verdict as may be 
expected from you. 


Jury. We believe the Evangeliſts 


and Apoſtles to be very honeſt "Men, 


and to have declared the whole | 
Truth, and nothing but the Truth; ' : 
and, that vicious and corrupted -- 


Prieſts have invented theſe Abſurdi- 


ties, with a villainous Intent to con- 


found the Underſtandings, and to 
deſtroy ti the Liber ties of Mankind. 


Judge. 
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Judge. Lou Gentlemen of the 


5 Clergy, ſince the Jury has acquitted 
the Priſoner, and brought you in 


Aaulilty, I ſhall paſs that juſt Sentence, 
W which is eſtabliſhed by that Law, 
if which requires an Eye for an Eye. 


1 May the Layety ſhew you the tame. 
Mercy, they have ever received 
or yo 
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